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strong performance on the part of FBI
Director Louis Freeh.

I think the Director also did an out-
standing job in expanding the FBI’s
role in combating organized crime
internationally, and his tenure has
seen a vast expansion of FBI offices
around the world carrying on very im-
portant counterespionage work and
counterterrorism work. There has been
an excellent level of cooperation estab-
lished between the FBI and the CIA
under the CIA leadership of George
Tenet and, before that, John Deutch,
with the FBI directorship under Louis
Freeh.

There have been difficulties during
Director Freeh’s tenure with the FBI
crime lab and with the investigation of
Dr. Wen Ho Lee—on that subject, the
Judiciary Subcommittee on Adminis-
trative Oversight and the Courts is
continuing the inquiry—and also with
the allegations as to the Hanssen case,
the alleged spy.

But I think, overall, Director Freeh’s
tenure with the FBI has been out-
standing. He brought to the position
unique credentials, having been an FBI
agent and assistant U.S. attorney, a
Federal judge, and he had the capacity
to know law enforcement while also
understanding civil rights. When the
problems arose in Ruby Ridge, he did
not hesitate to change the long-
standing FBI policies on the use of
deadly force in recognition of civil
rights, at the same time maintaining
very strong law enforcement standards.

I think the President will have a dif-
ficult replacement assignment in find-
ing another Director who can measure
up to what Director Freeh has done. It
is certainly a fact when law enforce-
ment has faced tough issues, they have
moved ahead and made many assign-
ments to the FBI. Director Freeh’s re-
sponse on changing the FBI's use of
deadly force was in sharp contrast to
the refusal of the Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms units, and even the Secretary
of the Treasury, to make changes when
there had been clear-cut fault estab-
lished as to the Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms unit.

I salute Director Freeh on the an-
nouncement of retirement and note his
very excellent work and say we will
have a tough time finding someone to
fill those big shoes.

——
TRIBUTE TO BILLIE PENN

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Billie Penn, a friend
and member of my staff for the last 18
years. Billie is one of the most ener-
getic, friendly and sweet people I know.
Today this bundle of energy with a
heart of gold is retiring.

Billie opened my Lawton office and
has managed it for the last 18 years. As
my field representative for South-
western Oklahoma, she has worked
diligently for the people of Beckham,
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Washita, Caddo, Greer, Kiowa, Harmon,
Jackson, Tillman, Comanche, Cotton,
Stephens, and Jefferson counties.

Billie’s enthusiasm is contagious. I
think we’ll have to hire four or five
people just to fill her spot. Besides
working for me, Billie finds energy to
golf with Bill, her husband of 41 years,
visit her kids—William and Allison—
and spoil her grandkids, Alisa, Skyler,
Nathaniel and Ashlyn. She’s active in
Lawton’s Chamber of Commerce, her
church, Grace Fellowship, and probably
any other cause that asks for a helping
hand.

Today, there was a surprise retire-
ment party for her that I'm sorry I
could not attend. I can only imagine
the numbers of people that showed up
to celebrate the great job Billie has
done. There is no one else like her and
she will be missed.

Billie is a true friend and a real
treasure. I am grateful for her out-
standing service to the people of Okla-
homa. We all have benefited from her
hard work.

Today, I wish her all the best as she
begins her retirement.

—————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY last month. The Local Law
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety.

Today, Mr. President, I would like to
detail a heinous crime that occurred
July 29, 2000 in Mahwah, New Jersey. A
man who allegedly attacked two men
after calling them gay was arrested
and charged with aggravated assault,
bias harassment, and bias assault. Wit-
nesses told police that the alleged per-
petrator, William Courain, 26, was at
an apartment complex party when he
began making remarks to several of
the guests about their sexual pref-
erences. He left the party and con-
fronted two men in the parking lot,
making obscene comments about their
sexual orientation, before attacking
them. Witnesses say he began punching
and Kkicking the two victims, one of
whom suffered bleeding from the
mouth and eyes and was treated at a
local hospital. (The RECORD, August 1,
2000)

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.
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JOINT TASK FORCE FULL
ACCOUNTING

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, re-
cently, in a remote area of Vietnam, a
helicopter with 16 passengers and crew
aboard went down in a central Viet-
namese jungle. Vietnamese officials re-
ported that there were no survivors.
The passengers on this aircraft in-
cluded seven American heroes. One of
those heroes, I am sad to report, was
from New Mexico, Major Charles Lewis
II. Major Lewis was an Air Force ROTC
graduate of Mayfield High School and
New Mexico State University in Las
Cruces, NM. He was an outstanding
student and deeply committed to his
country through his service with the
Air Force. We are shocked and sad-
dened at the loss of Major Lewis and
these American heroes.

In connection with the recent ‘‘Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Rec-
ognition Day’’, I salute Major Lewis
and his downed colleagues. Moreover, 1
salute the heroic contributions of all
those who serve in the Joint Task
Force Full Accounting, JTFFA, and
the U.S. Army Central Identification
Laboratory Hawaii, CILHI, whose noble
mission is to resolve the cases of Amer-
icans still unaccounted for during
America’s wars. We especially honor
the unsung victims of this tragic acci-
dent who were carrying out our na-
tion’s abiding commitment to account
for and honor the lives of POW-MIAs
lost in the conflict in Southeast Asia
three decades ago. They were part of an
advance team scheduled to begin recov-
ery work at six MIA sites in Vietnam
beginning this month.

Since 1973, the JTFFA and CILHI
have conducted investigations and ex-
cavations that have accounted for 603
American POW-MIA personnel. Since
1985, with the full support of coopera-
tive Vietnamese assistants, members of
the Joint Task Force and the Central
Identification Laboratory have under-
taken the most challenging assign-
ments to locate and identify former
American prisoners of war or service-
men missing in action. Some exca-
vations have consumed months of
painstaking labor under very difficult
conditions to retrieve the smallest
items of evidence to help identify
American casualties. Much of the work
is done by hand in order not to disturb
potential evidence. Our service per-
sonnel such as those who lost their
lives last month have routinely ex-
posed themselves to significant dan-
gers in the quest for honoring our
former POW-MIAs. Sadly, they lost
their lives in their deeply patriotic
quest.

I call on all Americans to pause and
remember Major Lewis and the brave
men and women of the Joint Task
Force and Central Identification Lab-
oratory who have given their lives in
such a noble cause.
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